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<TITLE>
This patient information is for a new <technology, clinical practice, device> that has been approved for introduction at Southern Health.

Your <doctor/surgeon/other> has recommended <procedure>. However, it is your decision whether to go ahead with the procedure. 

This document gives you information about the reasons for the procedure, and about the benefits and risks of the procedure, so that you can make an informed decision. 

What is <insert procedure>?

What causes <indication >? If applicable
What are the benefits of <procedure>?
· Describe the short and long term benefits to the patient
Are there any alternatives to <procedure>?

· Describe any appropriate alternative procedures or  treatments that may be of benefit to the patient
· Describe standard treatment and its effectiveness
· Indicate how this new technology/clinical procedure differs from standard treatment
· Include disadvantages from withholding standard treatment
· If there is no alternative treatment clearly state this
What will happen if I decide not to have the procedure?

What does the procedure involve?

· State the nature of the procedure
· Indicate the length of time needed for the procedure
· In the case of medical devices/technologies, information should be provided about the mechanisms in place to track patients for the lifetime of the device, to detect any relevant adverse events and enable remedial action if a significant defect is detected 
· It is advisable to include a statement noting that continual review and monitoring will take place, regarding the efficiency and safety of the procedure, and this will enable early detection of any problems patients may suffer
What should I do about my medication?

It is important to tell clinical staff about any treatments or medications you may be taking, including non-prescription medications, vitamins or herbal remedies.
What can I do to help make the procedure a success? If applicable
What complications can happen?

· Eg complications of anaesthesia, complications of any procedure, complications of this procedure
How soon will I recover?

Summary

Further Information
Patients experiencing complications as a result of their recent procedure should contact the Southern Health switch board and ask to be put through to the relevant registrar on call.
	MMC Clayton

03 9594 6666
	MMC Moorabbin

03 9928 8111
	Dandenong 

03 9554 1000
	Casey

03 8768 1200
	Kingston

03 9265 1000


All other queries should be directed to your treating doctor.
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