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	Policy Statement
Researchers at Southern Health are required to maintain the highest standard of integrity in the conduct of their research and have a duty to disclose at the time of proposing and reporting research, any potential conflict of interest that may influence or be seen to influence any aspect of the research.

	Who must comply with this policy?

Principal Investigator and all staff conducting research at, or under the auspices of, Southern Health or which involves Southern Health staff, resources, patients, consumers, clients, their tissue samples, test results or medical records.

Southern Health management as a whole and in particular members of the Human Research Ethics Committees operating at Southern Health.

	This policy applies to the following setting: 
All Southern Health staff, patients, consumers, clients and their families and carers participating in Research.

	List of Southern Health Procedures that link to this Operational Policy

Conflicts of Interest in Research - Declaration

	Evaluation, monitoring and reporting of compliance to this Policy

All staff conducting research at Southern Health are required to complete a Conflict of Interest in Research Declaration Form. Adherence to this policy will be monitored and evaluated by the Research Directorate by the following:

· Document declarations of potential conflict of interest in research in the minutes of all research committee meetings.

· All breaches of this policy are reported to the Research Directorate.
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